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its end. But he who is thus controlled hates what is ex-
torted from him more than ever, and will never repeat it,
unless under stress: far from gaining any moral appreciation
for his 'useful acts,' he feels them to be slave-work, only
more tolerable than the domestic ostracism from which they
alone can save him. What is true of a family, is true of the
larger social community. under the meie discipline of hope
and fear from others, there will be no emergence from self-
seeking into self-devotion to duty or self-sacrifice to love,
but an inevitable descent into lower depths of egoistic
isolation. Mill's theory proceeds on the tacit assumption,
that the stock of beneficent acts requisite for the subsistence
of society is a constant quantity, which must, somehow or
other, be provided, and that where the native yield falls
short, the moral sentiments are set up as an artificial
bounty on the importation of supplementary consignments,
that else would not flow in. It might have occurred to so
good a free-trader that such bnbed importers usually manage
to pocket their profits and the bounty too; and that it is but
a poor look-out, if this be all that keeps us from a famine of
the virtues,

(4) The mode also in which moral rules are supposed to
be got up and enforced, involves a fundamental fallacy;
which it is surprising to find overlooked, by a writer so
quick to see the illusions which lurk m abstractions. He
presents the whole story as a kind of suit or claim of Society
versus the Individual, treating each as a unitary personality,
differing in interests, and most unequal in scale and power.
It is assumed that, in its view of his conduct, Society feels
and thinks and acts as one man: that his failure in altruism
concerns everybody alike, and secures a consensus of rule
against him and that, in any objectionable self-assertion, he
is in the position of an Athanasius contra mundum. If it
were so, if it were a case of Joseph and his brethren, without
even a dissentient Reuben, of* course they might vote him
into the pit or the hands of tte Midiamtes, or dispose of
him by any rule they pleased. Such a body of people, all